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Elklank

Training to Support Children’s

Speech & Language Support for 3-5s

This course is written for those of you working in early years settings. It links research on early language
development with best practice to give you up to date theoretical knowledge and practical tools to promote
and extend communication. It will provide practical strategies and innovative ideas wherever you work.

This training runs over 10 sessions and you can complete it either through face to face delivery or blended
e-learning. It can also be delivered as an intensive three day programme and is available as e-learning only
without the live webinars or accreditation.

What does this course teach?

1. What is communication?
* |dentify the processes involved in communication
« Demonstrate the wide range of communication needs.

2. Communication Friendly Settings, Adult-child interaction and working with families
» Consider what a Communication Friendly Setting is and how to achieve it
* Understand the effect of adult-child interaction on the development of communication skills
* Reflect on how to engage families to support their child’s communication skills

3. Learning to listen and supporting understanding through non-verbal communication and
visual strategies
* Understand the development of listening and attention and how to support this
* Explore the importance of non-verbal communication behaviours
» Reflect on the use of visual information to help children learn and understand.

4. Promoting vocabulary development
* Explore how children learn words and patterns of vocabulary development
» Discuss strategies to help children develop a rich and varied vocabulary.

5. Understanding spoken language and Information Carrying Words
« Practise modifying the adult’s language through an understanding of information carrying words
* Consider how to use information carrying words to develop all aspects of communication.

6. The Blank Language Scheme

« Discuss supporting verbal reasoning skills, including why & how questions, inferencing, sequencing, predicting
* Practise modifying the adult’s language accordingly.

7. Developing expressive language skills
» Develop strategies to encourage the use of sentences and expressive language
* Discuss how to support children learning additional languages
* Share ideas to develop narrative skills.

8. Play for language
* Explore the link between play and language development
* Know how to support language and communication through play
» Identify skills required for successful social communication and share ideas as to how to promote these.

9. Supporting children with unclear speech and phonological awareness
* Know the development of speech sounds
» Discuss strategies to support children with unclear speech
» Consider the link between speech, reading and writing
* Review phonological awareness and the four main components.

10. Stammering and course reflection
* Explore appropriate support for children who stammer
* Reflect on what has been achieved through attending the course.

€€ Very worthwhile and enlightening. It has already proven of great value in our
approach to children in my setting with all members of staff - giving some great
ideas and insight into children’s communication and speech development. 33
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